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Mission Statement:

PiM Arts High School is a community dedicated to the artisitc and academic growth of every learner.

Vision:

In an inclusive community of creatives, PiM students will find their personal artistic voice and develop cirtical
thinking skills necessary to thrive in the world that awaits after graduation.

Here We Value...

1.Studentswhostudyintheartsgaincreativeskillstosolveproblemsthroughcollaborationandcriticalthinking.
2. Students learn best when they have an abundance of positive connections in the learning community.
3. All students have intrinsic value and we honor their identities as artists, scholars, and humans.
4.Racialconsciousnessandculturallysustaining practicesarevitaltothegrowth ofourcoummunityofcreatives.
5. Learning space must be a safe environment where students can make courageous choices .

6.ThePiMcommunity hastheabililtyanddutytofostergrowththroughconsistenteffortand highexpectations.

Administrative Team

Executive Director,

Matt McFarlane 952-224-1342 mmcfarlane@pimartshs.org

Director of Teaching and Learning,

Cassy Schauwitzer 952-224-1371 cschauwitzer@pimartshs.org

Director of Student Life,
Tania Montgomery 952-224-1348 tania.montgomery@pimartshs.org

Director of Communications and Development,

Rob Thompson 952-224-1345 rthompson@pimartshs.org

School Counselor,

Sarah Jane Klein 952-224-1344 sarahjane klein@pimartshs.org

Office Manager and Enrollment,
Simone Ritchie 952-807-9536 simone.ritchie@pimartshs.org

Business and Transportation Manager,

Logan Bitz 952-224-1346 logan.bitzdaum@pimartshs.org

Attendance and Community Relations Coordinator,

Marz Kirchoff 952-224-1340 marz.kirchoff@pimartshs.org
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Graduation Guidelines:

A full time student at PiM Arts High School will take four class-
es per day. One credit is earned for each quarter length class.

Throughout the four years of high school, a student must earn
credits in the following areas to graduate:

English 8 credits
Mathematics 6 credits
Science 6 credits
Social Studies 8 credits
Physical Education 1 credit
Fine Arts 18 credits
Electives 12 credits
TOTAL CREDITS 56

credits

Although 56 credits in four years is the minimum students must
earn in order to graduate, most students earn more.

Students must have earned a minimum number of credits to be
considered on track for graduation.

Sophomore (10th) 12 credits
Junior (11th) 26 credits
Senior (12th) 40 credits

Students planning to attend a College or University are strongly
recommendedtocompleteamorerigorouscourseload.Post-sec-
ondaryinstitutionsarebecomingmorecompetitiveeachyearand
studentsarebeingcomparedtooneanother,nottotheminimums
forapplication to theinstitution. A typical course load for admis-
sion is similar to the following:

English 8+ credits
Mathematics 8+ credits
Science 8 credits
Social Studies 8+ credits
Single Foreign Language 8 credits
Fine Arts 18 credits

+ Additional Academics

Some courses, including media and visual arts, music, dance,
theatre, math, and Advanced Placement courses require special
placement criteria to be completed before registration.

Many courses have alength of two quarters. Grades are awarded
at the end of each quarter and these grades will appear on the
student’s transcript (the document that colleges will see).

Studentsare required to take both quarters of atwo-quarteraca-
demicclass,unlesstheyhavecounselororinstructorpermissionto
take only one. (Indicated by Sections “A”and “B". For example,
Biology A & Biology B)

The state of MN hasrequired standardized assessment criteriabe
met for graduation. Currently, sophomores and juniors take the
MCA llIs in Reading, Math and Biology.

Credit by Assessment (CbA)

PiM Arts High School provides students the opportunity to
receive creditforpreviouslearninginrequiredacademiccourses.
To download the CbA policy document and the CbA applica-
tion, pleasediscuss withthe Directorof Teachingand Learning or
school counselor.

Scheduling of Classes:

Due to the small enrollment at PiM Arts High School and our
comparatively diverse course options, scheduling classesis chal-
lenging.Thenumberofsinglesectionclassesfurthercomplicates
theschedulingprocess.Anystudentwhoisrequestingmorethan
one single section course (AP courses, many arts courses, etc) or
who is “out of grade level” (i.e. a freshman taking Pre-Calculus)
will not likely be able to schedule all their first choice classesin a
singleyear.Thisiswhyitisimportant to consider different course
options.Astudentwilllikelyberequiredtomakeachoicebetween
two single section courses.

Schedule Changes & Drop/Add
during the year:

Oncestudentscompletethecourseselection processforthenext
schoolyear,itwillbedifficulttomakechangestoschedules.Please
carefully consider your course choices with this fact in mind.
Teacherschedules, the hiringofteachers,thenumberofsections,
section sizes, and the ordering of textbooks and supplies are
determinedbyinitialstudentselectionandregistration.Forthese
reasonsallnon-substantivereasonsforschedulechangessuchas:
changing blocks, “I prefer to take it next year," or “I changed my
mind,"etc. will not be considered.We are aware that occasionally
circumstances change between the time of registration and the
beginning of class that necessitates changing a schedule.

Changestocoursesshould be made priorto one week before the
beginning of each quarter. If a course is dropped, students must
maintain a minimum of four credits. Any student wishing to
drop oradd a course mustcomplete and submitdocumentation
available from the Director of Teaching and Learning, the school
counselor, or at the front office.



Courses dropped after the first five days will result in an “F”
recordedonthestudent’stranscriptforthatcourse.PiMArtsHigh
School reserves the right to modify/cancel courses based on the
number of students enrolled in individual courses.

Terminology and Definitions:

Advanced Placement (AP) course: Requires students to work ata
highlevelofachievementandinvolvesextraworkoutsideofclass.
Studentswhotakethenational AdvancedPlacementexaminations
associated with these courses may receive college credit.

Elective course: A course chosen by students to fulfillthe gradua-
tion requirements.

Prerequisite course: A course that students must pass before
registering for a specific course.

Required course: A course students must pass in order to
graduate from PiM Arts High School.

Technique course: A dance course in either the Ballet or Modern
course progression.

Weighted Grade Procedure:

PiM Arts High School uses both weighted and unweighted
grades to calculate GPA and class rank and will present both
on all transcripts. The dual ranking is provided to assure all
students are shown in the best possible light for the purposes
of college admissions and scholarship opportunities.

Only Advanced Placement (AP) courses are weighted, as these
coursesengage studentsin college level curriculumand have an
externalcomponentthatrequiresadditionalteachertrainingand
assessment.

PiM Arts High School uses a 4.0 grading scale. For the weighted
GPAand classrank, regular point values for letter grades are mul-
tiplied by 1.20:

Grade Regular Point | Weighted Grade Regular Point | Weighted Grade Regular Weighted
Point Point Point- Point

A+ 4.0 4.8 A 4.0 4.8 A- 3.67 4.4

B+ 3.33 4 B 3.0 3.6 B- 2.67 3.2

C+ 2.33 2.8 C 2.0 2.4 C- 1.67 2.0

D+ 1.33 1.6 D 1.0 1.2 D- 0.67 0.8

Registration Procedure:

1. Student Credit Check & Course selection materials are distributed to for review in Advisory.

2.Read through the course selection guide to learn what courses are available, aware of prerequisites
and grade level recommendations.

3. Students create and review four-year plans with Advisor.

4. Students and parents discuss elective and required course offerings, aware of post-secondary options
after high school and requirements for each institution.

5.Complete the Course Request form provided with the registration guide. Follow additionalinstructionson
course selection form.

6. Teachers sign approval of course choices that require it.
7. Advisors will look over course selections for completeness and appropriateness.

8.StudentsRequestsareregistered with oversightfrom Advisors, School Counselor,and Director of Teaching
and Learning.

9. Contact the school counselor with any additional questions.
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2023-2024 ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS
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Arts Endorsement

A PiM Arts High School endorsement is earned by passing 18 specific arts classes in your major area (Music,
Theatre, Dance, Musical Theatre, Media Arts, Visual Arts), and by completing and passing all Juries in their art
major, and completing Captone/Portfolio. Students who have earned their endorsement are recognized at
the Senior Awards Reception, and are presented with a stole to wear at graduation. Some transfer students
may not be able to earn an arts endorsement due to scheduling and transfer credits. Honors Endorsements
can be earned by completing 22 credits in your art area. Please see your art area advisor for more informa-
tion.

ARTS CURRICULUM

PiM Arts High School has advanced level classes in all arts areas and offers the option of a college prepara-
tory arts endorsement at graduation. The expansive performance calendar opportunities complement the
work that students engage in daily in classes. A PiM Arts High School endorsement is a valuable concen-
tration of effort which reflects artistic vision, self-discipline, rigor, and mastery. Students who have earned
their endorsement are recognized at the Senior Awards Reception and are presented with a stole to wear at
graduation.



DANCE

18 credits required for Endorsement

DANCE COURSES

Students must be successful in all of the following courses, complete and pass each jury to earn an Arts Endorsement

Dance Technique |, II, 1lI, or IV Dance Technique I, lll, or IV

Dance Technique llI, IV American Dance Studies Il

Dance Technique |, II, Ill, or IV Dance Technique I, ll, or IV

Dance Technique IlI, IV World Dance

Dance Technique I, 1lI, or IV Dance Technique lll, IV

American Dance Studies | Dance Wellness

Dance Technique I, 1lI, or IV Dance Technique llI, IV

Dance Composition | Capstone

Dance Composition Il Dance Elective

Dance Electives Include: Special Topics in Dance; Movement Studies; Arts Activism Through Movement, Improv and Partnering,

Careers, Internship, Performance on Film, Arts Collaborative

MOVEMENT STUDIES
Length of course: 1 Quarter
For non-majors and Tech I & II placement dancers only

This course is an introduction to dance and movement. Students
will experience a diverse array of dance styles and movement
exercise within their personal, cultural, historical, aesthetic

and theoretical contexts. Primary considerations included in
this class are: What is dance? Where does dance happen? Who
dances? Why do they dance? How does dance intersect with my
life and my art area? Students will also gain an understanding of
the health benefits of movement as it relates to anatomy, posture,
and mental well-being. These topics will be explored through
critical engagement with embodiment activities, readings, dis-
cussion, viewing live and recorded dance and projects.

ARTS ACTIVISM THROUGH MOVEMENT
Length of course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisite: none, open to all majors

This class gives students the opportunity to explore self-ex-
pression while commenting on the world around them in
artistic, meaningful ways that can make a difference. By using
the body and movement as a means of communication, stu-
dents will research, create, and present original projects while
learning fundamentals of social justice and activism through
the arts.

BALLET AND MODERN TECHNIQUE | (ABCD)

This course can be repeated for additional credit.
Length of course: 1-4 quarters
Prerequisites: None

This introductory level dance course focuses on ballet and
modern dance for the novice dancer. Correct alignment,
developmental strength and phrasing in both ballet and
modern are emphasized. This is a participatory class; students
will dance everyday. (This course meets the Physical Education
requirement).

BALLET AND MODERN TECHNIQUE Il (ABCD)

This course can be repeated for additional credit.
Length of course: 1-4 quarters
Prerequisites: Technique I and/or instructor approval

For students who have successfully completed Technique | or
have previous dance experience, but require additional and
progressive development of alignment, strength, vocabulary
and phrasing. This is a participatory class; students will dance
everyday. (This course meets the Physical Education require-
ment).

BALLET AND MODERN TECHNIQUE IIl (ABCD)

This course may be repeated for additional credit.
Length of course: 1-4 quarters
Prerequisites: Technique II and/or instructor approval

Continued emphasis will be placed on the expansion of ballet
and modern technique and theory, phrasing, alignment, and
development of strength. This is a participatory class; students
will dance everyday. (This course meets the Physical Education
requirement).

BALLET AND MODERN TECHNIQUE IV (ABCD)

This course may be repeated for additional credit.
Length of course: 1-4 quarters
Prerequisites: Technique III and/or instructor approval

Continued study of ballet and modern technique and theory,
vocabulary, phrasing, alignment, and developmental strength.
Additional emphasis will be placed on artistic development
and physical stamina. Students will continue to explore the
relationship of human anatomy to movement. (This course
meets the Physical Education requirement).

AMERICAN DANCE STUDIEST
Length of course: 1 Quarter (can be repeated)

Prerequisite: Open to all majors with little or no experience in
any of the three areas.

This course will explore the history and techniques of American
dance forms including jazz, tap, and musical theatre dance.

Jazz: Movement fundamentals, terminology, performance
skills of jazz dance; enhancement of flexibility, strength, body
alignment, coordination, balance, kinesthetic awareness, per-
sonal range of motion, and musicality; warm-up, locomotion,
center combinations; and history of jazz dance.

Tap: Technique, steps, & performance skills for rhythm and show



DANCE COURSES
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tap styles; working on rhythmic ability through exercises, impro-
visation, creative activities; may include history of tap. Tap shoes
required.

Musical Theatre: Focuses on development and execution of
dance and performance skills as they relate to musical theater
dance style and using dance as a method of storytelling as

it relates to musical theater, gaining a better understanding
of how dance and choreography create and bring dramatic
elements to life.

AMERICAN DANCE STUDIESIl
Length of course: 1 Quarter (can be repeated)
Prerequisite: American Dance Studies I or instructor approval.

This course will explore the history and techniques of American
dance forms including jazz, tap, and musical theatre dance.

Jazz: Building on movement fundamentals, terminology,
performance skills of jazz dance; enhancement of flexibility,
strength, body alignment, coordination, balance, kinesthetic
awareness, personal range of motion, and concentrating on
musicality; warm-up, locomotion, center combinations; and
history of jazz dance.

Tap: Technique, steps, & performance skills for rhythm and show
tap styles; enhancement of rhythmic ability through exercises,
improvisation, creative activities; includes history of tap. Tap
shoes required.

Musical Theatre: Focuses on more advanced development and
executionofdanceandperformanceskillsastheyrelatetomusical
theaterdancestyleandusingdanceasamethodofstorytellingas
itrelatestomusicaltheater,gainingabetterunderstandingofhow
danceandchoreographycreateandbringdramaticelementstolife.

DANCE COMPOSITION |
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Grade 10, Dance majors and Musical Theatre
majors. Grade 9 and Musical Theatre students must be in Dance
Technique III or IV and have permission from instructor.

Studentswilllearnthefundamentalchoreographicelementsand
devicesusedtocreatechoreographicworksasamovementformof
expression.Studentwillalsolearnbeginningtoolstoanalyzeand
evaluatetheirworkaswellastheirpeers.Aninterweavingofdance
historyfromprehistorythroughtheRenaissancewillbediscussed
and be the impetus to their first choreographic studies.

DANCE COMPOSITION I
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Dance Composition I, Grade 11 Dance Majors

ThelateRenaissancethrough1980’'sandhowdancedevelopedas

asocialartformtoaperformanceartisintegratedinto the dance
topicsandassignmentsofthiscourse.Studentscontinuetoapply
choreographic components of dance creation such as structure,
style and rhythm while exploring the music, emerging styles
andnuancesofthetimeperiodsand prominentchoreographers.
Studentswillanalyzeandevaluatetheworksofmasterchoreogra-
phers, as well as, their own and their peer’s.

IMPROVISATION AND PARTNERING
Length of course: 1 quarter

Note: Offered in 2022-2023, continuing in alternate years.
Prerequisites: Dance Composition I or instructor permission.

This course explores the basic to more complex foundations of
structured and contact improvisation and how it can be used in
teaching,movementexplorationandtogenerate choreographic
movement for choreographically set work.

DANCE WELLNESS

Length of course: 1-2 quarters

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Prerequisites: Dance majors with a minimum of one quarter of
Ballet and Modern Dance Technique and/or instructor approval.
Offered to Musical Theatre majors with instructor approval.

Essentialtotheeducationofdancersthiscoursewillprovideanintro-
ductionof structuralanatomyandfunction, healthy nutrition, injury
prevention, conditioning, somatic and other health related topics
specifictodancerstoincreasethelongevityofthedancer.Thiscourse
willincludelecture,exploratorymovementactivitiesandobservations.

DANCE CONDITIONING AND SOMATIC
Note: Offered in 2024-2025, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Dance Wellness encouraged, dance or musical
theatre major only

Designedtoenrich students'dance technique and performance,
this course will provide supplemental training in developing
anatomicallycorrectmovementfunctionandbodyawarenessfor
injury prevention and conditioning. Included in the training will
include yoga and Pilates principles, movement analysis, injury
prevention and other somatic approaches.

SPECIAL TOPICS IN BALLET I/INTECHNIQUE COURSE)

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Audition and/or placement by the department and
the student must be placed in Ballet and Modern Technique III
or IV. Enrollment in a dance technique during the same quarter
is highly recommended. Students who have successfully passed
Special Topics I can be repeat as Special Topics II.

This course is designed to provide female students an oppor-
tunity to develop pointe work and male students an opportu-
nity to develop movement specific to men such as pirouettes,
batterie, ballone, and grand allegro. This class will be differ-



entiated, so as to accommodate the various skill levels and so
that each student can make appropriate progress. This class

is also designed to provide students with the opportunity to
learn various ballet repertoire and variations, as well as the
opportunity, when there is male participation, to learn ba-
sic-advanced partnering skills and variations. This is a partici-
patory class where students will be physically active every day.
(This course meets the physical education requirements.)

PERFORMANCE ON FILM

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: two classes within student’s major

Course Description: In this course you will be taking your perfor-
mative artformontofilmandscreen.Learn howto create original
performance pieceswithinyourartformspecificallyforfilmwhile
takingontheroleasperformer,director,videographer,andeditor
for artful performance films. This course is for performance ma-
jorswhoareinterestedinexpandingtheirreachand providesthe
fundamentals of filmmaking, cinematography and editing while
honingyourtalenttobecapturedonfilm.Thisclasswillculminate
with a final performance film festival at the end of the quarter to
celebrate your artistry on film.

WORLD DANCE

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Grade 11 and 12. Grade 10 permission from
instructor.

Exploration of dance forms from around the world, such as West
African dance, kabuki, bharatanatyam, copeira, and others. Stu-
dentswill read about dance cultures, watch video and live repre-
sentationsofdifferentdanceforms,andparticipateindanceclasses
tolearnaboutspecificdance formsfromaroundthe world.Thisis
an upper-level lecture-based class.

CAREERS
Prerequisites: Grade 11 or 12

An exploration and research of higher education and career
related options and professional practices. Practical audition
and application items will be developed: resume, cover letter,
and portfolio building. Grant writing, fundraising, arts admin-
istration, education, company operation and support careers
will be explored. Students will work in projects and with
professionals in various fields.

ARTS INTERNSHIP

Grade 12 (by application only)
Length of course: 1 or 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Careers

Geared toward emerging artists who have an interest and de-

DANCE COURSES

sire to explore pathways to careers in the arts. The Internship
Coordinator will attempt to pair you with a professional in
your chosen area. The student will be required to complete a
30+ hour customized apprenticeship over the 8 week quarter.
The internship will develop the tools a serious artist will need
to move forward in their chosen field - observing, training,
and collaborating. Students will gain invaluable experience,
build their resume, and make connections to help bridge the
gap between academic arts exploration and creating a viable,
professional career.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

Thisclassis geared toward studentsinallartisticmajorsingrades
11-12whohaveadvanced throughthebasiclevel coursesintheir
major.StudentsinArtsCollaborativewillworktogetheracrossarts
disciplinestocreateoriginalworktobepresentedattheendofthe
class. Students will work to develop collaborative skills, creative
process,and gain tools needed toworkacross artistic disciplines.
“Collaborators aren’t born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise,
built,adayatatime,throughpractice,throughattention,through
discipline, through passion and commitment—and most of all,
through habit”-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

SENIOR CAPSTONE

Length of Course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: 12th Grade only

Designed to offer seniors intending to present a Senior
Capstone. Students will engage in the creative process to
envision, plan, and workshop their unique Capstone Project.
Students will prepare and present their project proposals

to a staff member in their arts area for approval. Once ap-
proved, the student may select a date to present the capstone.
Students may use artists outside this class as a part of their
project, or may collaborate with other students in the class to
present a project of substance.

11
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MUSIC

18 credits required for endorsement

Students must be successful in all of the following courses, complete and pass each jury to earn an Arts Endorsement

Music Theory | A Comparative Music OR Music Choirs/Ensembles Music & Tech
Composition
Music Theory | B Choirs/Ensembles Choirs/Ensembles Capstone
Music Theory Il A Choirs/Ensembles Choirs/Ensembles Music Elective
Music Theory Il B Choirs/Ensembles Choirs/Ensembles Music Elective
Choirs/Ensembles Music Elective

MusicElectivesInclude: Additional ChoirsandEnsembles; APMusicTheoryA,B,C; MusicComposition;Careers;Internship;Capstone;Arts

Collaborative;

MUSIC & TECHNOLOGY |
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course will involve learning how to use music software pro-
grams(similartoorincluding Garageband, AbletonLive,Logic)to
dobasictaskssuchasimportingaudiofiles,recordingaudio, basic
mixing, using software instruments (VSTs), and rendering audio.

MUSIC & TECHNOLOGY I

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Music Theory IA and IB, Music Technology I or
demonstration of basic knowledge of music software

Thiscoursewillfurtherdevelopall ofthe concepts coveredin Mu-
sic&Technology|.Studentswilldelvedeeperintobasicsynthesis;
howtouseeffectsonmultipleaudiotracks;listeningto,analyzing,
and writing electronic music. Students will create a portfolio of
electronicandelectro-acousticmusiccompositionsbythecomple-
tion of this course.

INTRO ENSEMBLE

Length of course: A/B, C/D- 4 quarters preferred
Prerequisites: None

Intro is an ensemble primarily focused on the development of
performancefundamentals,instrumenttechnique, Readingand
interpreting pieces of music, and overall just getting used to
playinginanensemblesetting.This classis designedfornewand
emergingmusiciansaswellmusicianslookingtoexpandtheirskills
on additional instruments.

ENSEMBLE EXPIORATIONS =
Length of course: A/B, C/D- 4 quarters preferred

Prerequisites: Music Theory I, two quarters of Intro Ensemble or
placement by instructor

Explorations (L2) is a survey of various styles of contemporary
music (including jazz, rock, fusion, folk/bluegrass, etc) building
knowledgeandrepertoireacrosscontemporarystylesanddevel-
oping compositional and performance techniques appropriate
to each. Students may have taken several quarters of Chamber
Orchestra,ContemporaryEnsemble,JazzEnsembleorcandemon-
stratebasicsongstructureawareness,ensemblerehearsalnorms,
and are not a beginner on a primary instrument.

MODERN ENSEMBLE
Length of course: A/B, C/D- 4 quarters preferred
Prerequisites: Music Theory II, two quarters of Ensemble

Explorations or placement by instructor

Modern Ensembleis instrumental music’s upper level ensemble
class focused on creation, deeper study of contemporary (multi-
genre)styles,andensembleperformancestrategies.Studentsinthis
class will most likely have been playing a primary instrument for
severalyearswithmultiplequartersofensembleclassexperience.
Designedforstudentswhoexhibithighlevelsofinstrumenttech-
nique and music theory knowledge.



PIM VOCAL ENSEMBIE (AB/CD)

This course may be repeated for additional credit. Length: 2 or 4
Quarters. Students should register for either AB or CD or ALL
(ABCD).

Prerequisites: None

Students will rehearse daily in preparation for a minimum of two
majorconcerts.Studentswillstudyavarietyofensemblerepertoire,
focusing primarily on modern popular styles and microphone
technique. Students will learn music through the aural tradition,
sight-reading,andimprovisation.Attendanceatalldressrehearsals
and performances are mandatory.

PIM TREBLE VOICES (AB/CD)

This course may be repeated for additional credit. Length: 2
or 4 Quarters. Students should register for either AB or CD
or ALL (ABCD).

Prerequisites: None

For auditioned Soprano and Alto singers only. Students will re-
hearsedailyin preparation foraminimum of two major concerts.
Students will study a variety of ensemble repertoire, focusing
primarily on modern popular styles and microphone technique.
Students will learn music through the aural tradition, sight-read-
ing, and improvisation. Attendance at all dress rehearsals and
performances are mandatory.

PIM SINGERS (AB/CD)

This course may be repeated for additional credit. Length: 2 or 4
Quarters. Students should register for either AB or CD or ALL
(ABCD).

Prerequisites: None

Forauditionedsingersofanyvoicetypeonly.Studentswillrehearse
daily in preparation for a minimum of two major concerts. Stu-

dentswillstudyavarietyofensemblerepertoire,focusingonmod-
ernpopularstylesand microphonetechnique.Studentswilllearn
musicthroughtheauraltradition,sight-reading,andimprovisation.
Attendanceatalldressrehearsalsandperformancesaremandatory.

MUSIC COMPOSITION
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Music Theory II

Thiscourseisfortheorystudentswhohaveathoroughknowledge
of basic compositional techniques. This course willgointo depth
on the topics of musical form, instrumentation, transpositions,
specific compositional techniques, arranging, and the study of
prominentcomposersofalltime periods. Students will compose
original music and analyze peers’ compositions. This class will
utilize digital audio workstations (DAWSs) as well as notation
software.

COMPARATIVE MUSICS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: None

Howdodifferentmusicalpracticesthroughouttheworldandtime
use the elements of music—melody, texture, harmony, form,and
timbre - to convey meaning? Why do we place value on certain
musical cultures than others? How do we unpack these biases

to experience music in a more authentic way? How does music
effectivelyportrayemotion?Whatcanyou,asayoungartist,bring
to that conversation in your own music-making? How can you

drawonthepracticesofmusicthroughoutthewordtocreatemore
meaningful musical experiencesinyourownlife?This class seeks
tobreakthoseconventionsdownthroughlisteningandreflection,
creation, performance, and analysis.

MUSIC THEORY | A&B
Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None, Sophomore or with teacher permission

1st level music theory course. Students will learn the basic lan-
guage of western music. Students will study basic music theory,
simplenotation,basiccompositionskills,andbeginningear-train-
ing skills. Students may perform in small groups and alone on
several performance projects.

MUSIC THEORY Il A&B
Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Music Theory I

2nd Level of music theory study. Students learn the language of
westernmusicincluding notation, chord structure, composition,
eartrainingandsightsinging.Studentsmay performindividually
and in groups on their instruments and vocally.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) MUSIC THEORY (ABC)

Length of course: 3 quarters
Prerequisites: Music Theory I and I, Instructor approval and
signed AP contract.

Advancedlevelofmusictheorystudy.Studentslearntheadvanced
language of western musicincluding notation, melodicand har-
monicdictation, chord structure, composition, sight singingand
ear training. NOTE: All enrolled students will take the AP exam
atthe end of this course. Grades are weighted for this course (see
page 7).
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CAREERS

Grade 11 or 12

Anexplorationandresearchofhighereducationandcareerrelated
options and professional practices. Practical audition and appli-
cationitemswillbedeveloped:resume, coverletter,andportfolio
building. Grant writing, fundraising, arts administration, educa-
tion,companyoperationandsupportcareerswillbeexplored.Stu-
dentswillworkinprojectsand with professionalsinvariousfields.

PERFORMANCE ON FILM

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: two classes within student’s major

Course Description: In this course you will be taking your per-
formative artform onto film and screen. Learn how to create
original performance pieces within your artform specifically
for film while taking on the role as performer, director, vid-
eographer, and editor for artful performance films. This course
is for performance majors who are interested in expanding
their reach and provides the fundamentals of flmmaking,
cinematography and editing while honing your talent to be
captured on film. This class will culminate with a final perfor-
mance film festival at the end of the quarter to celebrate your
artistry on film.

ARTS INTERNSHIP

Grade 12 (by application only)
Length of course: 1 or 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Careers

Geared toward emerging artists who have an interest and de-
sire to explore pathways to careers in the arts. The Internship
Coordinator will attempt to pair you with a professional in
your chosen area. The student will be required to complete a
30+ hour customized apprenticeship over the 8 week quarter.
The internship will develop the tools a serious artist will need
to move forward in their chosen field - observing, training,
and collaborating. Students will gain invaluable experience,
build their resume, and make connections to help bridge the
gap between academic arts exploration and creating a viable,

professional career.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

Thisclassisgeared toward studentsinallartisticmajorsingrades
11-12whohaveadvancedthroughthebasiclevel coursesintheir
major.StudentsinArtsCollaborativewillworktogetheracrossarts
disciplinestocreateoriginalworktobepresentedattheendofthe
class. Students will work to develop collaborative skills, creative
process,and gaintools needed toworkacrossartisticdisciplines.
“Collaborators aren’t born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise,
built,adayatatime,throughpractice,throughattention,through
discipline, through passion and commitment—and most of all,
through habit"-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

SENIOR CAPSTONE
Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: 12th Grade only

Designed to offer seniors intending to present a Senior
Capstone. Students will engage in the creative process to
envision, plan, and workshop their unique Capstone Project.
Students will prepare and present their project proposals

to a staff member in their arts area for approval. Once ap-
proved, the student may select a date to present the capstone.
Students may use artists outside this class as a part of their
project, or may collaborate with other students in the class to
present a project of substance.



MUSICAL THEATRE

18 credits required for endorsement

MUSICAL THEATRE COURSES

Students must be successful in all of the following courses, complete and pass each jury to earn an Arts Endorsement

Theatre Fundamentals A Musical Theatre 11B

Dance Technique |, II, llI, or IV Choir Ensembles

Theatre Fundamentals B Musical Theatre IIA

Dance Technique |, 11, Ill, or IV American Dance Studies |

Musical Theatre IA Musical Theatre 111B

Capstone American Dance Studies Il

Musical Theatre 1B Music Theory | A

Choir Ensembles

Musical Theatre 1A

Music Theory 1B

Choir Ensembles

Musical Theatre Electives include: Choirs, Dance Techniques, Theatre Tech, Interpersonal Communications, Careers, Senior

Capstone, Internship

THEATRE FUNDAMENTALS A/

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None

Students interested in majoring in Musical Theatre or Theatre
take this introductory course that establishes a solid base of
acting technique, theatre terminology, and ensemble work
needed to succeed in these art areas. Students explore the ba-
sics of auditioning, character analysis, and monologue work in
quarter A. In quarter B, the course focuses on basic text analy-
sis, scene study, collaboration, & voice/singing technique.

MUSICAL THEATRE |IA & B
Prerequisites: None

The focus of the class is the fundamentals of the actor’s job in
the musical. The class will cover terminology, interpretation of
lyric as text, the building of the character and the physicality
of the character. Stage fundamentals and physical awareness
are the core of the class. Viewpoint training will be used to
build awareness and ensemble. Rehearsal technique founda-
tions are built and practiced. The performance aspect of the
class focuses on chorus numbers and ensemble work that will
be rehearsed and performed.

MUSICAL THEATRE IIA & B
Prerequisites: Musical Theatre IA-B and two quarters of Choir or
Musical Theatre Repertoire

Building on the ground work established in MT 1, the class focus
becomestheworldoftheplayandtheeverchanginglandscapeof
musical theatre. How do contemporary musicals differ from the
“golden era" Is there a difference in the approach to Oklahoma
asopposedtoRent.Thetoolstheactorusesarethe same, butthe
“feeling” can be vastly different. We will continue our Viewpoint
trainingandbeginestablishingarefinedrehearsaltechnique.What
wedointhepracticeroomhasadirecteffectonwhatwe putonto
stage. The performance aspect of the class focuses on the small
ensemblepiecesfoundinmusicaltheatre,quartets,triosandduets
that will be rehearsed and performed.

MUSICAL THEATRE 1IIA & B
Prerequisites: Musical Theatre I and II, American Dance Studies I

Defining the performer as a working actor. What roles are you
constantlycastas,wheredoyouseeyourselfwithregardto“type”.
What does it meant to be a working musical theatre performer?
How do you stand out in an audition. The class will continue to
workonthe“wholepackage”oftheperformer,focusingonhealthy
techniqueandsettingaroutine.Theconceptof“stagepresence”is
exploredandcultivated.Theperformanceaspectofthisclassfocus-
esonthesolo, thelove songandthe”11 o'clocknumber”that will
be rehearsed and performed..

PIM VOCAL ENSEMBLEAB/CD

This course may be repeated for additional credit.

Prerequisites: None

Length: 2 or 4 Quarters. Students should register for either AB or
CD or BOTH.

Studentswill rehearse dailyin preparationforat minimum of two
majors concerts. Students will study a variety of choral literature
of all genres from Renaissance to the 21st Century. In addition,
studentswillstudysight-readingusingsolfegesyllablestoincrease
note-readingabilities.Attendanceatalldressrehearsalsandperfor-
mances are mandatory.

MUSIC THEORY | A&B
Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None

1st level music theory course. Students will learn the basic lan-
guage of western music. Students will study basic music theory,
simplenotation,basiccompositionskills,andbeginningear-train-
ing skills. Students will perform in small groups and alone on
several performance projects.

15



MUSICAL THEATRE COURSES

16

THEATRE TECH
Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course will develop and build specific skills within the craft
of technical theatre. Students will spend time learning aspects
of makeup, costuming, lighting, sound design, run crew, special
effects, set construction, scenic artistry, and properties creation.
Students will learn from various professionals and guest teach-
ers to enrich the course work. This class will include technical
training and hands-on application of the skills learned. Working
on crew for PiM Productions will be a part of the required lab
work for this class.

PERFORMANCE ON FILM

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: two classes within student’s major

Course Description: In this course you will be taking your perfor-
mative artform onto film and screen. Learn how to create original
performance pieces within your artform specifically for film while
taking ontherole as performer, director, videographer,and editor
forartful performancefilms. This courseisfor performance majors
whoareinterestedinexpandingtheirreachandprovidesthefunda-
mentals of filmmaking, cinematographyandeditingwhile honing
your talent to be captured on film. This class will culminate with a
finalperformancefilmfestivalattheendofthequartertocelebrate
your artistry on film.

CAREERS
Grades 11 or 12

Anexplorationandresearchofhighereducationandcareerrelated
options and professional practices. Practical audition and appli-
cationitemswillbedeveloped:resume,coverletter,and portfolio
building. Grant writing, fundraising, arts administration, educa-
tion,companyoperationandsupportcareerswillbeexplored.Stu-
dentswillworkinprojectsand with professionalsinvariousfields.

ARTS INTERNSHIP

Grade 12 (by application only)
Length of course: 1 or 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Careers

Geared toward emerging artists who have an interest and de-
sire to explore pathways to careers in the arts. The Internship
Coordinator will attempt to pair you with a professional in
your chosen area. The student will be required to complete a
30+ hour customized apprenticeship over the 8 week quarter.
The internship will develop the tools a serious artist will need
to move forward in their chosen field - observing, training,
and collaborating. Students will gain invaluable experience,
build their resume, and make connections to help bridge the

gap between academic arts exploration and creating a viable,
professional career.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

This class is geared toward students in all artistic majors in
grades 11-12 who have advanced through the basic level
courses in their major. Students in Arts Collaborative will
work together across arts disciplines to create original work
to be presented at the end of the class. Students will work to
develop collaborative skills, creative process, and gain tools
needed to work across artistic disciplines. “Collaborators aren’t
born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise, built, a day at a
time, through practice, through attention, through discipline,
through passion and commitment—and most of all, through
habit”-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

SENIOR CAPSTONE

Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: 12th Grade, completed all juries by start of class

Designed to offer seniors intending to present a Senior
Capstone. Students will engage in the creative process to
envision, plan, and workshop their unique Capstone Project.
Students will prepare and present their project proposals

to a staff member in their arts area for approval. Once ap-
proved, the student may select a date to present the capstone.
Students may use artists outside this class as a part of their
project, or may collaborate with other students in the class to
present a project of substance.



THEATRE

18 credits required for Endorsement

THEATRE COURSES

Students must pass all of the following courses and juries to earn an Arts Endorsement.

Theatre Fundamentals A Acting IIB Improv/Intermediate/Sketch Capstone
Theatre Fundamentals B Acting llIA Theatre Movement Theatre Elective
Acting |A Acting IlIB Directing Theatre Elective
Acting 1B Improv/Intermediate/Sketch Voice for the Actor

Acting I1A Improv/Intermediate/Sketch Script Analysis OR Theatre History

Theatre Electives include: Intermediate Improv, Sketch Comedy, Theatre Tech, Children’s Theatre, Acting for the Camera Writing
for Performance (Playwriting Track),Film Studies, Musical Theatre, Interpersonal Communications,Careers, Internship, Arts Collab-

orative, Capstone

THEATRE FUNDAMENTALS A/

Length of course: 2 quarter
Prerequisites: None

Students interested in majoring in Musical Theatre or Theatre
take this introductory course that establishes a solid base of
acting technique, theatre terminology, and ensemble work
needed to succeed in these art areas. Students explore the ba-
sics of auditioning, character analysis, and monologue work in
quarter A. In quarter B, the course focuses on basic text analy-
sis, scene study, collaboration, & voice/singing technique.

IMPROVISATION (ABCD)

Extensive sketch generation, development and revision are
explored and work-shopped with small audiences until there
is enough material for a one hour show.

VOICE FOR THE ACTOR
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: None

Students will learn the basic anatomy & health of the actor’s
voice through exercises & voice explorations. Students will
also uncover the world of accents and the International Pho-
netic Alphabet, and will apply those skills to practical voice-
over work such as podcasts and radio plays.

THEATRE MOVEMENT

This course may be repeated for additional credit.
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

Students learn and practice the fundamental rules of improvisa-
tion through a variety of improvisational ice breakers, warm-
ups, handles, and improv exercises. Students explore the rules
and styles of improvisation, the importance of listening, and
making connections.

INTERMEDIATE IMPROVISATION
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: Improvisation A,B,C or D

Students who have demonstrated proficiency and a com-
mitment to the craft of improvisation will continue their
exploration in this performance genre. This class will consist
of upper level short form improvisations which will challenge
the performer through characterization, multitasking, rhythm,
patterns, and pace.

SKETCH COMEDY AND LONG FORM IMPROVISATION
(Formerly Advanced Improvisation)

Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: Improv and Instructor Approval

Students review and practice the fundamental rules of im-
provisation using both short and long form improvisation.

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: None

This course focuses on using the body to communicate - acting
fromthe“toesup"Workingcollaboratively,studentsexplorewhat
it means to move with precision and awareness through“action-
ing," because actions speak louder than words.

SCRIPT ANALYSIS
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisite: Acting I

Students will read scripts from a variety of theatre genres, focus-
ing on plays that have been deemed as daring, controversial, or
political. Students will learn to interpret scripts for performance
byanalyzingthemfromtheperspectiveoftheactororproduction
member.They willanalyze structure, character, theme, dialogue,
genre, and style.

CHILDREN'S THEATRE
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisite: None
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Students will devise, rehearse, and perform scenes for young
audiences utilizing clear storytelling, movement, and simple
scenery.

ACTING | A&B

three monologues that showcase their range, and a resume
ready for auditions. The course culminates in an Honors Jury
adjudicated by working professionals.

DIRECTING

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None

Students will work through the audition process in practical
application. They will continue to develop their confidence on
stage as they devise work with the Viewpoints methodology. In
thesecondhalfofthesemesterstudentswilltransitiontoscripted
material and continue to use their devising skills to create well
roundedcharacterswithclearrelationshipstotheirenvironment.
The emphasis will then transition to students developing strong
interpersonal communication skills on stage.

ACTING 1l A&B

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Acting I

Students will continue to develop the tools explored in Acting
| while considering theatre performance as a social, cultural,
&/or political act. Ensemble-based theatre, script analysis,
scene study, and Viewpoints training become the basis for
this acting class rooted in the idea of actor as activist.

ACTING 11l A&B

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Acting I, I, junior/seniors only

Using techniques and processes learned in Acting Il, students
create work using their unique artistic process. Scene study,
monologue work, Shakespeare, and various contemporary
acting theories are explored. Students will leave Acting Il with

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Acting I, II, III

Students explore what it takes to develop nuanced, powerful
theatre through the eyes of the director in this lab-based course.
Topics explored include script analysis, staging considerations,
compositionandmovement,rehearsaltechnique,andactorcom-
munication.

ACTING FOR THE CAMERA
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Acting I, II, III

Studentswillpracticeandhonetheskillsand nuancesof perform-
ingonscreenandwilldevelop materialforthecamerathatcanbe
recorded in a studio setting. The course will include various col-
laborations,includingclasstimewiththeMediaArtsDepartment,
and work at the Children’s Hospital of Minneapolis.

FILM STUDIES
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: none

In this course, students focus on film-making as an artistic disci-
pline, exploring how we talk about film, process it, and dissect it.
Inaddition,studentswillexplorehowfilm(andadvancementsand
trendswithintheindustry)reflecttheculturallandscapeandvalues
of society. Each week, students will study a new movie genre (ie.
Documentary, Horror, Teen Film, Classics, etc) as well as a new
cinematic principle.

THEATRE TECH
Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

Theatre Tech is a class created to develop and build specific
skills within the craft of technical theatre. Students will spend
time learning aspects of makeup, costuming, lighting, sound
design, run crew, special effects, set construction, scenic art-
istry, and properties creation. Students will learn from various
professionals and guest teachers to enrich the course work.



This class will include technical training and hands-on applica-
tion of the skills learned. Working on crew for PiM Productions
will be a part of the required lab work for this class.

THEATRE HISTORY
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: 11th and 12th Grades

Students will explore the origins of our modern theatre, inves-
tigating selected theatre movements including Greek The-
atre, Early Asian Theatre, Theatre of the English Renaissance,
Commedia dell’Arte, and the revolutionary and experimental
movements that pepper the 19th and 20th Centuries. Stu-
dents will compare and contrast theatrical movements, ex-
ploring trends across time and space. In addition, students will
choose one theatre movement to investigate further - their
work culminating in a final portfolio showcasing their expert
knowledge of the selected movement.

NAME: PERFORMANCEONFIIM
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: two classes within student’s major

Course Description: In this course you will be taking your perfor-
mativeartformontofilmandscreen.Learn howto create original
performance pieceswithinyourartformspecificallyforfilmwhile
takingontheroleasperformer,director,videographer,andeditor
for artful performance films. This course is for performance ma-
jorswhoareinterestedinexpandingtheirreachand providesthe
fundamentals of filmmaking, cinematography and editing while
honingyourtalenttobecapturedonfilm.Thisclasswill culminate
with a final performance film festival at the end of the quarter to
celebrate your artistry on film.

CAREERS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grades 11 or 12

An exploration and research of higher education and career
related options and professional practices. Practical audition

THEATRE COURSES

and application items will be developed: resume, cover letter,
and portfolio building. Grant writing, fundraising, arts admin-
istration, education, company operation and support careers
will be explored. Students will work in projects and with
professionals in various fields.

ARTS INTERNSHIP

Grade 12 (by application only)
Length of course: 1 or 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Careers

Geared toward emerging artists who have an interest and de-
sire to explore pathways to careers in the arts. The Internship
Coordinator will attempt to pair you with a professional in
your chosen area. The student will be required to complete a
30+ hour customized apprenticeship over the 8 week quarter.
The internship will develop the tools a serious artist will need
to move forward in their chosen field - observing, training,
and collaborating. Students will gain invaluable experience,
build their resume, and make connections to help bridge the
gap between academic arts exploration and creating a viable,
professional career.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

This class is geared toward students in all artistic majors in
grades 11-12 who have advanced through the basic level
courses in their major. Students in Arts Collaborative will
work together across arts disciplines to create original work
to be presented at the end of the class. Students will work to
develop collaborative skills, creative process, and gain tools
needed to work across artistic disciplines. “Collaborators aren’t
born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise, built, a day at a
time, through practice, through attention, through discipline,
through passion and commitment—and most of all, through
habit."-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

SENIOR CAPSTONE

Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: 12th Grade only

Designed to offer seniors intending to present a Senior
Capstone. Students will engage in the creative process to
envision, plan, and workshop their unique Capstone Project.
Students will prepare and present their project proposals

to a staff member in their arts area for approval. Once ap-
proved, the student may select a date to present the capstone.
Students may use artists outside this class as a part of their
project, or may collaborate with other students in the class to
present a project of substance.
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MEDIA ARTS

18 credits required for endorsement

Students must pass all of the following courses and juries to earn an Arts Endorsement.

Intro to Media Arts Media and Visual Arts Portfolio

Assistant and Director Visual or Media Arts Elective

Animation Fundamentals Animation Seminar

Professional Photographer Visual or Media Arts Elective

Design Fundamentals Design Seminar

Visual or Media Arts Elective Visual or Media Arts Seminar

Photography Fundamentals Photography Seminar

Visual or Media Arts Elective Visual or Media Arts Seminar

Film-making Fundamentals Film-making Seminar

Media Arts Electives Include: Film Studies, Art History, Fashion Design, Digital lllustration, Writing for Performance, Arts Collabora-

tive, Audio Design for Multimedia , Contemporary Media Studies

EXPLORATIONS IN VISUAL AND MEDIAARTS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: None

Notes: Freshman/non-major required course unless placed
directly into studio/media arts or beyond; determined through
arts placement

ThiscourseisdesignedtoprovideanexplorationoftheVisualand
MediaArts programsand thecommonelementsofthe programs
andprocesses.Therewillbeunitsinphotography,graphicdesign,
painting, drawing, and sculpture or ceramics. This course will
alsoexaminehowtoperceive,understand,andcritiquevisualand
media works.

INTRO TO MEDIA ARTS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course will provide you an introduction to the media arts
programandthefundamentalcomputerskillsusedthroughoutall
ofthemediaartscourses.Inthiscourseyouwillalsobeintroduced
tothe mediatoolsthatwill be usedinthe program.This will cover
thefundamentalsofdesign,whatmakesagoodphotograph,and
the moving image through filmmaking and animation.

DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Intro to Media Arts

In this course we will cover the art of visual communication
and the basic principles of graphic design. You will work on
topics including branding, typography, layout and composi-
tion. Students will produce a portfolio of design projects that
are professional and varied. In addition to design projects, we
will discuss the history of graphic design, notable designers
and design movements through warm-ups and short re-
search-based activities.

DESIGN SEMINAR

Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Design Fundamentals

This class can be repeated for additional credit

ThiscoursewilltaketheskillslearnedinDesignFundamentalsand
expandsonthem.Studentswillhavetheopportunitytochoosebe-
tweenactualclients(primarilynon-profitsandcharities)orprompt
basedprojectsdependingontheirownpersonaldesigninterests.
Studentscancreatebrandingcampaigns,publications,zines,post-
ers, app and ux design, motion graphics and more!

ANIMATION FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisite: Intro to Media Arts

This class introduces students to the history of and production
processofanimation.Studentswillgainandunderstandingofthe
12 basicprinciples of animation.Weekly screenings of short films
allow students to consider both traditional character animation
andexperimentalanimationastheyexploreanimationtechniques
through a series of brief studio exercises. We will create using
Adobe Creative Suite programs, primarily production shortsand
animated GIFs. Students final animation film will incorporate all
of the skills from the quarter.

ANIMATION SEMINAR
Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Animation Fundamentals
This class can be repeated for additional credit

Prompt and project-based animation course using Adobe Ani-
mate and After Effects. Students in this class should have a solid
understanding ofanimation concepts, toolsandsoftwareandbe
ableto conceptualizeand develop theirownanimations.Thisisa
repeatable class.



YEARBOOK

Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Intro to Media Arts

This class can be repeated for additional credit

This course will create our PiM Arts High School yearbook. You
willhelpwiththedesign,photographing,editingandpagelayout.
Therewillalsobesomephotojournalisticelementsandwritingfor
documenting our schools memories.

FILM-MAKING FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Intro to Media Arts

This course will provide a foundation into the art of film-mak-
ing. This will include many practical skills and techniques in
making your own films. Each film you create will concentrate
on different essential skills in film-making and the planning
steps that go into a film. Your films will have a heavy emphasis
on visual storytelling. This course should give you the skills,
confidence and inspiration to begin creating your films on
your own!

FILM-MAKING SEMINAR
Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Film-making Fundamentals
This class can be repeated for additional credit

In this film course you will apply the skills learned in Film-mak-
ing Fundamentals to your own more advanced film-making
projects. Each quarter the content of this course will change
with new artistic challenges and themes for the film-making
process. This course will emphasize working on your own
personal projects where you will be responsible for all of the
roles creating your films and have opportunities to collaborate
with others.

PHOTOGRAPHY FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Intro to Media Arts

Thiscourseisaboutmasteringthecamera’smanualfunctionsand
to give you the skills to control and capture fantastic stillimages
and to push your images even further through more advanced
editing with the Adobe Suite. By the end of this course, there
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shouldn'tbeanyphotographysubjectyouaren’tpreparedtoshoot
with confidence.

PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINAR

Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Photography Fundamentals

This class can be repeated for additional credit

In this photography course you will apply the skills learned

in Photography Fundamentals to your own more advanced
photography projects. Each quarter the content of this course
will change and create new artistic challenges and themes

for the photographic process. This course will also emphasize
working on your own personal projects where you will be
responsible for all of the roles creating your films.

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Photography Seminar.

This class can be repeated for additional credit

ProfessionalPhotographerisallaboutfindingapersonalstyleand
finding a way to truly make your images your own. You will find
thedifferencebbetweentakingaphotoandtruly creatingaphoto.
You will not just be a photographer, but you will be an artist who
usesastillcameratocreate.Professionalskills,themesandpractic-
eswill also be covered.Thisis a collaborative course in which you
will work on both your own projects and others.

LIGHTING AND PORTRAITURE
Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Photography Fundamentals, Film-Making
Fundamentals

In this course you will now work on controlling light and di-
recting people in front of the camera. One of the key elements
to great still and video works is all about light and how you
control it. The other focus will be on growing your comfort
level in directing and posing people in front of the camera.

ASSISTANT AND DIRECTOR

Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Film-making Seminar

This course can be repeated for additional credit.

This course takes on collaborative film-making! Upon entering
class you will be developing and pitching film-making projects
that require a full crew. As a class we will vote on projects to

executeandyouwillbeassignedrolesinthefilm-makingprocess.
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Collaboration is key any film-making and will be to the success
of this class!

DIGITAL ILLUSTRATION

Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts and Intro to Media Arts
This class can be repeated for additional credit

Vectorand rasterbasedillustration for a specific project or client.
Examples(includingbutnotlimitedto)digitaldrawingand paint-
ing, collage, and graphics. This classis iPad based using primarily
Procreate but with flexibility to use other tools and applications.
Projects are structured around the elements of art and there are
choice based prompts for each unit. The final unit looks at Comic
art and includes pictorial narrative sequences.

AUDIO DESIGN FOR MULTIMEDIA
Length: 1 Quarter
Prerequisite: Intro to Media Arts

The purpose of this class is to give Media Arts students the tools
andtechniquesneededtocreateandrenderhighqualityaudiofor
theirmultimediaproductions.Studentswilllearnthefundamen-
tals of recording and editing Dialogue, Music, and Sound Effects
in a digital framework. Students will be taught using Logic Pro
Xastheirdigital audio workstation, but the knowledge and skills
gained are transferable to any audio software.

FASHION FUNDAMENTALS
Length: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts or Intro to Media Arts

An Introduction to the basics of fashion including the history
of fashion design and noteworthy designers. This course will
include fashion illustration by hand as well as digitally. Stu-
dents will draft a personal croquis and design a mini collection
on a cohesive theme. Projects will include digital textile and
pattern design with experiments in fabric dyeing, bleaching,
painting and stamping. Hand sewing and embroidery will

be a precursor to beginning construction and sewing. We

will study ethical fashion practices with units on up-cycling
and sustainable fashion. Finally we will look at haute couture,
avant garde and wearable sculpture creating a full look in
small design teams.

FASHION SEMINAR

Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Fashion Fundamentals

This class can be repeated for additional credit

An extension of the Fashion Fundamentals course, students
will go more in depth into the history of fashion design, fash-
ion illustration, textile and pattern design, and construction
and sewing. Students will spend a significant amount of time
developing complete garments and expanding upon their
knowledge of construction. In addition to fashion design, stu-
dents will experiment with methods in textiles (dyeing, print-
ing, bleaching and other treatments) and weaving techniques.

MEDIA & VISUAL ARTS PORTEOLIO
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Must be a senior Media or Visual Arts major.

This quarter you will put together a professional portfolio of the
workyouhave createdinyourmajorprogramand personal work.
Youwillalso havethe opportunity to create new work specific for
your portfolio. This course will also discuss topics related to the
businessofbeingaprofessionalartist,andhowtorepresentyour-
selfasaprofessionalartist.Researchintothe expectations of post
secondaryschoolprogramsandinternshippathwayswillbedone
along with the creation of the portfolio.

FILM STUDIES
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: none

In this course, students focus on film-making as an artistic
discipline, exploring how we talk about film, process it, and
dissect it. In addition, students will explore how film (and



advancements and trends within the industry) reflect the cul-
tural landscape and values of society. Each week, students will
study a new movie genre (ie. Documentary, Horror, Teen Film,
Classics, etc) as well as a new cinematic principle.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

This class is geared toward students in all artistic majors in
grades 11-12 who have advanced through the basic level
courses in their major. Students in Arts Collaborative will
work together across arts disciplines to create original work
to be presented at the end of the class. Students will work to
develop collaborative skills, creative process, and gain tools

VISUAL/MEDIA ARTS HYBRID

18 Credits required for endorsement
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needed to work across artistic disciplines. “Collaborators aren’t
born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise, built, a day at a
time, through practice, through attention, through discipline,
through passion and commitment—and most of all, through
habit."-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 2-D ART (DESIGN & DRAWING)
Length: 1 Semester
Prerequisites: teacher approval, grades 11-12

Developeaportfolioineitherdesign ordrawingandearn college
credit.Portfoliosindesigninclude: photography, graphicdesign,
film and digital illustration. Portfolios in Drawing include draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, etc. You'll create artwork that reflects
your own ideas and skills investigating the materials, processes,
andconceptsthatartistsanddesignersuse.Studentsinvestigatea
theme and experiment and revise their body of work.

Studio Arts Intro to Media Arts

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Drawing Fundamentals Animation Fundamentals

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Painting Fundamentals Photo Fundamentals

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Sculpture or Ceramic Fundamentals | Design Fundamentals

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Film Fundamentals Media and Visual Arts Portfolio

Hybrid Electives Include: Art History, Fashion Design, Digital lllustration, Architecture and Interior Design, Ceramics, Screenprinting,
Film-making Fundamentals, Audio Design for Multimedia, Contemporary Media Studies
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VISUAL ARTS

18 credits required for endorsement

Students must pass all of the following courses and juries to earn an Arts Endorsement.

Studio Arts Sculpture Fundamentals

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Drawing Fundamentals Ceramics Fundamentals

Visual or Media Arts Seminar Visual or Media Arts Elective

Painting Fundamentals Media and Visual Arts Portfolio

Visual or Media Arts Elective Visual or Media Arts Elective

Screen Printing Fundamentals Visual or Media Arts Seminar

Visual or Media Arts Elective Visual or Media Arts Elective

Intro to Media Arts

Visual or Media Arts Elective

Studio Arts Electives Include: Intro to Media Arts, Animation, Digital lllustration, Block Printmaking, Art History, Art Collaborative,

Fashion Design, Art Writing & Criticism.

EXPLORATION IN VISUAL & MEDIAARTS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: None

Notes: Freshman, new students and non-major required course
unless placed directly into studio/media arts or beyond; deter-
mined through arts placement

ThiscourseisdesignedtoprovideanexplorationoftheVisualand
MediaArtsprogramsincludingcommonelementsandprocesses.
Therewillbe unitsin photography, video, design, painting, draw-
ing, sculpture and ceramics.This course will also examine how to
perceive, observe, and think critically about artworks.

STUDIO ARTS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This exploratory class provides directed, hands-on opportuni-
ties for students to build a strong Visual Arts foundation. Stu-
dents study art elements and principles of design in creating
2-dimensional works, using a range of different media, learn-
ing techniques and art making methods. Students participate
in weekly critiques evaluating their work and that of their
peers based on established critical response criteria. Students
look at art in a historical/contemporary context and portfolio
development begins. Strong studio work habits and shared
workspace practices are established as being a vital part of the
Visual Arts experience.

DRAWING FUNDAMENTALS
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts

Explore different drawing techniques and styles. Emphasis is
on composition and understanding art elements to develop a
strong visual vocabulary. Students develop their drawing skills
and creative problem-solving abilities through observational
drawing and concept projects. Students participate in cri-
tiques evaluating their work and that of their peers based on
established critical response criteria. Visual Arts majors learn
portfolio development strategies. Students look at drawings

in historical/contemporary context.

FIGURE DRAWING
Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Drawing Fundamentals

Thepurposeofthiscourseistohelpstudentsobtain the basicskill
of drawing the human form, including anatomy, observation of
the human form and fundamental exercises in gesture, contour,
outline, and tonal modeling.

2D MIXED MEDIA SEMINAR
Length: 1 Quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, + Any 2 of the following: Drawing
Fundamentals,PaintingFundamentals,BlockPrintingFundamen-
tals, Figure Drawing, Screen Printing Fundamentals, Sculpture
Fundamentals

This course creates opportunities for students to mix traditional
mediumslikedrawing, painting, printing, fibers,andfound mate-
rials.Studentswillbe challengedtothinkcritically about material
usage,theideasbehindtheirwork,andhowthematerialsupports
their concepts. Additional focuses of the class include collabora-
tion, group discussion, and technique refinement.

PAINTING FUNDAMENTALS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts

Studentsexplore paintingfundamentalsdoing multiple projects
with prompts that expand a creative range of painting subject
matter, concepts and techniques. They will use acrylics and

water-based mixed mediaon canvas paper, Masoniteand canvas
boardemphasizingprocessandcreativeproblemsolving.Students
participate in weekly critiques evaluating their work and that of
their peers based on established critical response criteria. Con-
temporary artists and period pieces will be viewed and portfolio



development is encouraged.

PAINTING SEMINAR

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts and Painting Fundamentals
This class can be repeated for additional credit

Studentsexpandtheirskillsandtechniques,emphasizingcoloruse,
compositionandconceptdevelopmentastheygrowtheirartistic
expression. Students will participatein critiques evaluating their
workandthatoftheirpeersbasedonestablishedcriticalresponse
criteria. Portfolio presentation and development strategies are
expandedtoincludewrittenandverbal options.Studentslookat
paintings in a historical/contemporary context.

SCULPTURE FUNDAMENTALS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts

Students learn techniques, processes and safe tool use of
three-dimensional art making. They will do a range of proj-
ects that explore additive, subtractive, found and assemblage
methods. Emphasis will be on the 3D Design Elements,
common-sense construction methods and proper tool use.
Students will use materials including acrylic paint, foam core,
plaster, wire, cardboard and wood. Students will participate
in weekly critiques evaluating their work and that of their
peers based on established critical response criteria. Portfolio
presentation and development strategies are expanded to
include 3D documentation. Strong studio work habits, safe
use of tools and shared workspace practices are established as
being a vital part of the Visual Arts experience.

SCULPTURE SEMINAR

This class can be repeated for additional credit
Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Sculpture Fundamentals

Develop your skills in a three-dimensional medium such as
paper mache, installation art, industrial design, glass work,
soft sculpture and others as you build upon skills and ideas
from Sculpture 1. Strong focus on advanced media, installa-
tion and independent research. Students may be required to
bring in their own materials or make construction arrange-
ments out of the building.

CERAMICS FUNDAMENTALS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts

Students will work with various types of clay including air-dry,
oil based, earthenware and paperclay to explore sculptural
techniques with cold finishes such as watercolor, acrylic paint,
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stains and more. This course will be hand-building only and
integrate mixed media opportunities to gain understanding
of 3 dimensional forms and figures. Both additive and subtrac-
tive sculpture techniques will be examined as well as use of
armatures.

CERAMICS SEMINAR
This class can be repeated for additional credit
Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Ceramics Fundamentals

This course providesanintroduction to the pottery wheel as well
asindepthexplorationofceramictechniques,scaleandconstruc-
tion.Glazingmethods,alternativefirings(suchasRaku) andthree
dimensionaldesignwillbeemphasized.Strongstudyworkhabits,
safeuseoftoolsandsharedworkspacepracticesareestablishedas
beinga vital part of the Visual Arts experience.

SCREEN PRINTING FUNDAMENTALS
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts

This course approaches screen printing as a medium of artistic
expression, concentrating on techniques and experimentation.
All basic screen printing techniques will be covered, fromimage
generationandscreenpreparationtotheuseofscreenprintingas
acreativeoutlet.Youwilldevelopaportfolio of printsthatexplore
personalcontentwhiledemonstratinganunderstandingofvarious
techniques. Particular techniques we will cover include: image
compositionandconstruction,layering,registration,andcreating
an edition. This course consists of studio production, lectures,
demonstrations, and critiques.

SCREEN PRINTING SEMINAR

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Screen Printing Fundamentals
This class can be repeated for additional credit

This courseisforthe motivated screen printing students wishing
tofurtherdeveloptheirtechnical skillsand explore conceptsand
ideas within this particular art form. Particular techniques we
willcoverinclude:photographichalftones, sticker/apparel print-
ing, suite printing, as well as furthering technical skills learned
in Screen Printing Fundamentals. This course consists of studio
production, lectures, demonstrations, and critiques.

BLOCK PRINTMAKING FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts
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Studentswillinvestigatethemethodsofrelieflinoleumprintmak-
inginthisintroductoryclass.Techniquescoveredincludetransfer,
carving, reduction, and multi-block methods, simplifying the
world of layers, reverse imagery, registration, and printing.

BLOCK PRINTMAKING SEMINAR
Length: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Block Printing Fundamentals

This course is for the motivated block printing students wishing
tofurtherdeveloptheirtechnical skillsand explore conceptsand
ideas within this particularartform.Particulartechniques we will
cover include: various methods of multi-layer printing, mixed

mediaprinting,andfabricprinting,aswellasfurtheringtechnical
skillslearnedinBlockPrinting Fundamentals.Thiscourse consists
of studio production, lectures, demonstrations, and critiques.

DIGITAL ILLUSTRATION

Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Studio Arts and Intro to Media Arts
This class can be repeated for additional credit

Vectorand raster based illustration for a specific project or client.
Examples(includingbutnotlimitedto)digitaldrawingand paint-
ing, collage, and graphics.This classisiPad based using primarily
Procreate but with flexibility to use other tools and applications.
Projects are structured around the elements of art and there are
choice based prompts for each unit. The final unit looks at Comic
art and includes pictorial narrative sequences.

FASHION FUNDAMENTALS
Length: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Studio Arts or Intro to Media Arts

An Introduction to the basics of fashion including the history
of fashion design and noteworthy designers. This course will
include fashion illustration by hand as well as digitally. Stu-
dents will draft a personal croquis and design a mini collection
on a cohesive theme. Projects will include digital textile and
pattern design with experiments in fabric dyeing, bleaching,
painting and stamping. Hand sewing and embroidery will

be a precursor to beginning construction and sewing. We
will study ethical fashion practices with units on up-cycling
and sustainable fashion. Finally we will look at haute couture,
avant garde and wearable sculpture creating a full look in
small design teams.

FASHION SEMINAR
Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Fashion Fundamentals
This class can be repeated for additional credit

AnextensionoftheFashionFundamentalscourse,studentswillgo
morein depth into the history of fashion design, fashion illustra-
tion,textileandpatterndesign,andconstructionandsewing.Stu-
dentswillspendasignificantamountoftimedevelopingcomplete
garmentsandexpandingupontheirknowledgeofconstruction.In
additiontofashiondesign,studentswillexperimentwithmethods
intextiles (dyeing, printing, bleachingand othertreatments)and
weaving techniques.

ANIMATION FUNDAMENTALS
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisite: Intro to Media Arts

This class introduces students to the history of and production
processes of animation. Students will gainand understanding of
the 12 basic principles of animation. Students will consider both
traditional character animation and experimental animation as
theyexploretechniquesthroughaseriesof briefstudioexercises.
We will create using Adobe Creative Suite programs, primarily
through shorts and animated GIFs. Final animations are choice
based and will incorporate all of the skills from the quarter.

ANIMATION SEMINAR

Length: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Animation Fundamentals

This class can be repeated for additional credit




Prompt and project-based animation course using Adobe Ani-
mate and After Effects. Students in this class should have a solid
understanding ofanimation concepts, toolsand softwareandbe
ableto conceptualizeand develop theirownanimations.Thisisa
repeatable class.

ARTS COLLABORATIVE
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Grade 11, 12

Thisclassis geared toward studentsinallartisticmajorsingrades
11-12whohaveadvancedthroughthebasiclevel coursesintheir
major.StudentsinArtsCollaborativewillworktogetheracrossarts
disciplinestocreateoriginalworktobepresentedattheendofthe
class. Students will work to develop collaborative skills, creative
process,and gain tools needed toworkacross artistic disciplines.
“Collaborators aren’t born, they’re made. Or, to be more precise,
built,adayatatime,throughpractice, throughattention,through
discipline, through passion and commitment—and most of all,
through habit”-Twyla Tharp, The Collaborative Habit.

MEDIA & VISUAL ARTS PORTFOLIO
Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Must be a senior Media or Visual Arts major.

This quarter you will put together a professional portfolio of
the work you have created in your major program and person-
al work. You will also have the opportunity to create new work
specific for your portfolio. This course will also discuss topics
related to the business of being a professional artist, and how
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to represent yourself as a professional artist. Research into the
expectations of post secondary school programs and intern-
ship pathways will be done along with the creation of the
portfolio.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 2-D ART (DESIGN & DRAWING)
Length: 1 Semester
Prerequisites: teacher approval, grades 11-12

Develope a portfolio in either design or drawing and earn col-
lege credit. Portfolios in design include: photography, graphic
design, film and digital illustration. Portfolios in Drawing
include drawing, painting, printmaking, etc. You'll create art-
work that reflects your own ideas and skills investigating the
materials, processes, and concepts that artists and designers
use. Students investigate a theme and experiment and revise
their body of work.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT3-DART(A/B)
Length: 1 Semester

Prerequisites: Studio Arts, Sculpture Fundamentals, Ceramics
Fundamentals and teacher approval, grades 11-12

Develop your skills in a three-dimensional medium such as
sculpture, architectural models, metal work, ceramics, glass
work, and others as you learn the principles of 3-D design.
You'll create artwork that reflects your own ideas and skills
and what you've learned. Investigating the materials, pro-
cesses, and ideas that artists and designers use; Interpreting
works of art and design; Practicing, experimenting, and revis-
ing as you create your own work; Communicating your ideas
about works of art and design.
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ACADEMICS CURRICULUM

PiM Arts High School provides courses from introductory level
to Advanced Placement with consideration of the artistic minds
of our students. We meet graduation requirements plus provide
many electives to deepen learning and engage in critical thinking
and response.

LANGUAGE ARTS

8 credits required for graduation

LanguageArtsElectivesinclude: Contemporary Media Studies;
ArtWritingand Criticism;WritingforPerformance;QueerStories,
InterpersonalCommunications;CreativeWriting, Introductionto
Language Arts

ENGLISH | A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None

Englishlisasemesterlongcoursethat reviewsandelaborateson
elements of fiction. We focus particular concentration on plot,
characterization,symbolandthemeaswellassatire,allegoryand
socialcommentary.Readingsincludevariousshortstories,OfMice
and Men, The Color Purple, 1984 and a play by William Shake-
speare.Thejoysofindependentreadingwillbe exploredthrough
anindependentbookclubexperience..Compositionsaregenerally
analyticaland academic, focusing on the creation of an assertive
thesis statement and the development of strong, focused sup-
portforthethesis. Grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and academic
writingandconventionsarestudiedandimplementedintostudent
writings.

ENGLISH 1l A&B
Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: English I

Students enrolled in this course study literature from the United
States,gatheringmultipleliteraryviewpointstoanswertheques-
tion:"What doesitmean to bean American?”"Readingsinclude A
Raisin the Sun, The Catcher in the Rye, The Things They Carried,
LakotaWoman, The GreatGatsbyand manyotherpassages, short
stories, and poems by American writers. Students in this course
will also study writing across a wide spectrum of composition
types,including:theexpositoryessay,thepersuasiveessay,andthe
narrativeessay.Grammar,vocabulary,spellingandwritingconven-
tions are reviewed and implemented into student writings.

ENGLISH Il A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: English IT

Englishlllasksstudentstoconsiderwhatitmeanstobeamember
of a global community. Students willimprove their reading skills
and their appreciation of the literature by reading short stories,
poems, novels, and plays written by authors around the world.
Studentsareaskedtoengageinbothcreativeandanalyticalwriting
connectedtotheliteratureaswellas practicingeffectivecommu-
nication skills and public speaking. Texts have been selected to
engagestudentsonagloballeveland mayinclude Antigone, The
Odyssey, Things Fall Apart, The Metamorphosis, and Hamlet.

ENGLISH IV A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: English III

This course introduces students to nonfiction stories in the form
of biographies, autobiographies, adventure and survival stories,
and memoirs. Texts may include In Cold Blood, Into the Wild,
Me Talk Pretty One Day, What Becomes of the Broken Hearted,
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, and Funny in Farsi. There is a focus on
researchwritingwherethestudentswillanswerquestionssuchas:
Why research? How do | narrow my topic? How do | avoid plagia-
rism? Studentswillhavetheopportunitytoexplorevariousforms
ofnonfictionandimplementthelearnedskillsandtechniquesinto
theirownwriting.Thisclassinvolvesahigherlevelunderstanding
of the writing process.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION A/B
(Fulfills the English IV graduation requirement)

Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: English I and II, Instructor approval and signed
AP Contract

This is a writing course for juniors and seniors who are college

bound and considering taking the Advanced Placement writing
test.Centeredonacademicwritingandanalyticalreading,students
will be able to identify successful rhetoric in nonfiction writing
and implement these techniques in their own writing. This class
alsoincludesthepracticeofwritingessayresponsestoformertest
questionsandmasteringthevocabularyandcriticalreadingskills
required onthe exam.In ordertofulfillgraduation requirements,
juniorsin APCompositionwill berequiredtocompletearesearch
paper. NOTE: Student is expected to take the AP exam at the end
of this course. Grades are weighted for this course (see page 3).



ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE & COMPOSITION A/B
(Fulfills the English IIT graduation requirement)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: English I and II, Advanced Placement Language &
Composition, Instructor approval and signed AP Contract

This is a literature course for upperclassmen who are ready
to be challenged intellectually and academically. Canonized
works of literature will be studied with special emphasis

on themes, style and literary analysis. Students will learn
strategies for planning and producing written responses to
literature and will prepare for college level literature courses.
Additionally, students will work to enhance their vocabulary
as well as practice effective communication skills and public
speaking. NOTE: Student is expected to take the AP exam at
the end of this course. Grades are weighted for this course
(see page 3).

ART WRITING AND CRITICISM (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: English IA

This course focuses on how we as individuals, a community
and a society view, understand, and evaluate the arts, includ-
ing music, dance, drama, film, and other works. Students will
read and write about the current art culture as well as past ar-
tistic events. Experiences of authentic works of art will happen
inside and outside of the classroom. Anyone taking this class
should be ready to experience new art and prepared to have
discussions and write papers about it.

CONTEMPORARY MEDIA STUDIES (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: English 1

Howdoesourmedia(books,music,socialmedia,advertisements,
TV, news, newspapers, the Internet, etc.) intake affect the way we
view the world? What are some of the messages being conveyed
to the audience? Who is the audience? This course will explore
the answerstothose questions and the students will be asked to
interpretmulti-mediathroughverbalandwrittenanalysis,creation
of media, and performance.

WRITING FOR PERFORMANCE | (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: None

Students in Writing for Performance | will choose at the begin-
ning of the course either to focus on writing for the stage or
writing for the screen throughout the entirety of the course.
Students will then focus on scene building in their discipline
through the study of action, conflict, character, dialogue and
structure. This course culminates with the completion of a 10
minute producible play or screenplay.

LANGUAGE ARTS COURSES

CREATIVE WRITING (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: English I and English II

This course is designed to give students the opportunity

to discover and develop the ability to write poems, stories,
creative essays, and other types of writing. Students will par-
ticipate in processes of writing, which require risk-taking and
revision. Students will receive feedback from both classmates
and the teacher. The focus will be on the development of the
student’s voice as a creative writer and the implementation of
creative writing techniques that will be learned throughout
the quarter.

INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: English I and English IT

This is a nine-week course that explores relationships — both
personal and professional — through the lens of communi-
cation studies. Through exploration of the self, relationship
dynamics and social influence, students will work to discover
appropriate strategies for communicating the self, manag-
ing conflicts and building relationships. Students will also
explore the professional realm of communication through
speech-writing and performance.

QUEER STORIES (ELECTIVE)
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: English I A/B

This course will explore the representation of LGBTQ+ stories
through a variety of modern and classic texts. This will include
a variety of media such as short stories, television, movies, and
artwork.Studentswillbeaskedtoreadanddiscusstextsandcreate
stories of their own.

ELA FOUNDATIONS (ELECTIVE)

This course may be repeated for additional credit.

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: Students may be assigned to this course based on
established criteria.

This course focuses on the basics of literature and writing. This
course focuses on fiction, nonfiction, and essay writing. Texts
may include Fat Kid Rules the World, Breathing Underwater,
Rainbow Boys, Slam!, The Maze Runner, and Speak. Short
nonfiction and current issues are also covered in the class.
Students aim to improve reading comprehension, vocabulary,
discussion skills and writing skills in this course.
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MATHEMATICS

6 credits required for graduation, including Geometry and
Advanced Algebra.

Mathematics Sequence: Students should register for the next
course in the sequence.

INTRO TO MATH A&B
(Math Elective, does NOT meet Math graduation requirement)

Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Placement test and/or teacher recommendation

This course will provide a strong preparatory background for
Intermediate Algebra. Quarter A reinforces core mathematical
principles and number sense. Students will strengthen their
skills with operations and equations, using decimals, fractions,
and integers. Quarter B strengthens skills in pre-algebra and
linear algebra. Students will use algebra to describe situations
in context, write equations and inequalities, and graph various
functions. Since this course is considered a pre-high school
level math class, it does not count toward the six required
math credits for graduation; it does count as elective credits
toward graduation. A calculator is required (TI-30 SX Multiv-
iew suggested).

INTEGRATED ALGEBRA/GEOMETRY 1

Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Proficiency as shown in placement test or comple-
tion of Intro to Math B

Students will be actively engaged in discovering algebra-

ic principles, including function notation. Students will be
actively engaged in investigations which lead to discovery of
geometric properties. Students will develop communication
and logical reasoning skills in order to prove these properties.
Concepts to be studied include properties of shapes and geo-
metric constructions. A compass, protractor, and straightedge
ruler are required tools. A scientific calculator is required.

INTEGRATED GEOMETRY/ALGEBRAIl
Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Integrated Algebra/Geometry I

Students will be actively engaged in refining algebraic prin-
ciples, including function notation, exponents, radicals and
functions. Other topics to be studied include probability,
statistics, transformations, the Pythagorean Theorem, formal
logic and proof techniques, and trigonometry. A scientific
calculator is also required.

GEOMETRY I/1l
Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Algebra I

This class is for students already showing proficiency or have
earned credit for Algebra I. Students will be actively engaged
in investigations which lead to discovery of geometric proper-
ties. Students will develop communication and logical reason-
ing skills in order to prove these properties. Concepts to be
studied include properties of shapes, geometric constructions,
and trigonometry. A compass, protractor, and straightedge
ruler are required tools. A scientific calculator is also required
although a graphing calculator is strongly recommended.

ADVANCED ALGEBRA ESSENTIALS A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Intermediate Algebra, Geometry AND Teacher
recommendation

This course covers the same topics that are covered in Advanced
Algebra in a more simplistic format. The topics of this course are
directlyrelatedtotheAlgebrastandardsthatstudentsneedtopass
the MCA exam. Itis designed for students who have passed both
Intermediate AlgebraandGeometrywithsomedifficulty,andwho
donotplantocontinueinthe Mathematicssequence.Agraphing
calculator is required. PiM Arts High School uses TI-83+ and TI-
84 calculators.

ADVANCED ALGEBRA A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Intermediate Algebra, Geometry

This course provides further study in algebraic topics such as
Quadratic functions, transformations, exponents, and se-
guences and series, and conic sections. The study of statistics
and probability is also included with topics such as standard
deviation normal distributions, combinations, permutations
and compound probability. A graphing calculator is required.
PiM Arts High School uses TI-83+ and TI-84 calculators.



PRE-CALCUILUS A & B
(Discrete Math can be taken in lieu of B)
Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: Advanced Algebra

Pre-Calculuswillpreparestudentsformoreadvancedcoursework
by using technology and an investigative approach to problem
solvinginreal-worldsituations.Topicsinclude:inversefunctions,
logarithmic functions, composite functions. Quarter B focus on
trigonometricfunctionsandidentities,parametricfunctions,and
polar coordinates. A graphing calculator is required. PiM Arts
High School uses TI-83+ and Tl 84 calculators.

STATISTICS (ELECTIVE)
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra

Discover statistical principles in a hands-on application based
class. This class expands on concepts introduced in Algebra
courses, covering the following topics: Displays of data, one
and two variable statistics, binomial and normal distributions,
linear correlation and regression, sampling methods and
errors, and formal probability. This class also includes a signifi-
cant writing component.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS A&B (ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2024-2025, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus A (Statistics recommended),
Instructor approval and signed AP Contract

AP Statistics focuses on descriptive statistics. Topics include
exploring data, normal distributions, bivariate data, linear &
non-linear regression, sample design, and probability. Stu-
dents focus on inferential statistics. Topics include random
variables, binomial and geometric distributions, sample
distributions, tests of significance, and inference of means,
proportions, two-way tables and regression. This class and
the AP Statistics test both require formal writing skills. NOTE:
Student is expected to take the AP exam at the end of this
course. Grades are weighted for this course (see page 3).

MATHEMATICS COURSES

DISCRETE MATH (ELECTIVE)

Can be taken in lieu of PreCalc B
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus A

The course serves as an introduction to broader mathematical
topics,includingvectorsanddeterminants,sequencesandseries,
mathematicalinduction,matrices,andcombinatorics.Agraphing
calculator is required. PiM Arts High School uses TI-83+ and Tl
84 calculators.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisite: Integrated Alg/Geo | &Il

This course provides an introduction to computational
thinking and problem solving. Students will be able to apply
elementary computing concepts including variables, loops,
functions, lists, conditionals, data types, simple object orient-
ed concepts, I/0, events, syntax, and structured programming.
Students in the course explore how computing innovations
and computing systems—including the internet—work, and
contribute to a computing culture that is collaborative and
ethical.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS A,B, C (ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 3 quarters

Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus, Instructor approval and signed AP
Contract

AP Calculus is a course in single-variable calculus that in-
cludes techniques and applications of the derivative and the
definite integral with the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.
This course is equivalent to at least one semester of calculus
at most colleges and universities. Algebraic, numerical, and
graphical representations are emphasized throughout this
course. Students will better appreciate the connection among
various representations. Students are required to have access
to graphing calculators in class and at home. These calculators
are required on portions of the AP exam. PiM Arts High School
uses TI-83+ and TI-84 calculators. NOTE: Student is expected to
take the AP exam at the end of this course. Grades are weight-
ed for this course (see page 3).
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SCIENCE

6 credits required for graduation

Science electives include: Physical Science, Astronomy, Foren-
sic Science, Environmental Science, Geology, and Anatomy &
Physiology

PHYSICAL SCIENCE A&B (*RECOMMENDED ELECTIVE)
Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: *Placement determined by Science department
upon enrollment to PiM Arts High School, ready for year 1 math

Provides a solid foundation for chemistry and physics. We will be
studyingexperimentaldesignandresearch,introductoryphysics
(motion, energy, and forces), introductory chemistry (atomic
structure, periodicity, states of matter, and reactions), and engi-
neering (design process, materials, and cost analysis).

BIOLOGY A&B

(Required, AP Biology also satisfies this graduation requirement)
Length of Course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: None

This course introduces the vast and broad topics involved in
Biology. Including, biochemistry, cells, genetics, evolution, and
ecology. Students will learn through lectures, labs, research, and
presentations.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY ABC (ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of Course: 3 quarters, meets the Biology requirement for
graduation

Prerequisites: Instructor approval and signed AP Contract

AP Biology is a college-level survey course for motivated
students who want to delve deeper into the mysteries of

life. The course highlights all the major topics of a first-year
college biology course. Students apply biology and chemistry
concepts to challenging laboratory experiences, research, and
discussion. NOTE: Student is expected to take the AP exam

at the end of this course. Grades are weighted for this course
(see page 3).

CHEMISTRY A&B
(Chemistry or Physics Required for graduation)
Length of Course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: Biology and year 1 math

Designed for college-bound students, this course involves
practical experience in the laboratory, research, and class
projects to explore: atomic theory, bonding, periodicity,
solutions, chemical reactions, behavior of gases, interaction of
energy and matter, and brief history of chemistry.

CHEMISTRY ESSENTIALS A&B
(This course meets the graducation requirement for Chemistry)
Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisite: Biology, recommendation from Science and Math
teachers

Essentials will cover the same ideas as regular chemistry but will

differindeliveryandpacing.Assessmentswillplacemoreemphasis
on core concepts.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRYABC
Note: Offered in 2024-2025, continuing in alternate years.
Length of Course: 3 quarters

Prerequisite: Biology and Advanced Algebra

AP Chemistry is a college-level survey course for motivated stu-
dents whowant to explore chmistry, chemical reactions,and the
matter of our physical world. This course highlights all the major
topics of a first-year chemistry course. Students apply chemistry
conceptstochallenginglaboratoryexperiencesanddiscussions.
Note: Student is expected to take the AP exam at the end of the
year.

PHYSICS A&B
(Chemistry or Physics required for graduation)

Length of Course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Biology and Advanced Algebra

Designed for college-bound students who favor studying things
they can gettheirhandson, this courseinvolves practical experi-
enceinthe laboratory, research, and class projects. Physicsis the
study of the world around us. In Physics A we study mechan-
ics, the physics of things in motion--such as kinematics, forces,
momentum, energy, and sound waves. In Physics B, we study
electricity and magnetism, and light, the study of how we power
ourmodernworld,andareabletoseeandcommunicatewithone
another.Emphasisis placed oncompleting projectsand working
with concepts.



ASTRONOMY (ELECTIVE)
Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

Theoldest sciencethereis, the study of celestial objectsand how
we on earth relate to the heavens above. How do astronomers
study the stars? How did the universe begin, and how willitend?
How do stars and planets evolve and come to be? Is there life out
there? These are the questions we will attempt to answer in this
class. Ifyou like to look out at night and wonder what'’s out there,
orjustlike to look at pretty pictures of objectsin space, thisis the
class for you!

FORENSIC SCIENCE (ELECTIVE)

Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course introduces students to some of the specialized
fields of forensic science, the principles of science and tech-
nology upon which they are based, and the appl ication of
these principles to various analyses of crime scene evidence.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (ELECTIVE)
Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of Course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: None

Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary science that ex-
amines human impacts upon the world. Students will become
familiar with the history of the science, then will examine
structures of ecosystems and the impact of living things,
especially humans, on the environment. Students will also
investigate the lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere and
agriculture systems as impacted by human behavior.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
(ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2024-2025, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 3 quarters

Prerequisites: Physical Science and Biology or teacher approval

The course would cover the AP Environmental Science curricu-
lum. Here are the units listed in the AP Course overview: Ecosys-
tems, Biodiversity, Populations, Earth Systems &Resources, Land
and Water Use, Energy Resource & Consumption, Atmospheric
Pollution, Aquatic & Terrestrial Pollution, & Global Change.

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY (ELECTIVE)

Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Biology

This course is designed for students who want to explore, in
detail, the human body. The course will focus on examining
human body systems in terms of structure and function.
Anatomy & Physiology explores: integumentary, skeletal,
muscular, digestive system, the immune, respiratory, circula-
tory, nervous, endocrine, and reproductive systems. Students
will learn through lectures, labs, dissections, research, and
presentations.

GEOLOGY (ELECTIVE)
Length of Course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

ThiscourseisalignedwithMinnesotastandardsforEarth Science.
Course topics include: Minerals and rocks, the history or Earth,
Earth processes, and Plate Tectonics.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

8 credits required for graduation

Social Studies electives include: Current Events, Sociology,
Psychology, Art History, Mythology

US GOVERNMENT (FORMERLY CIVICS) (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course is designed to offer students a comprehensive
study of the United States governmental and political systems
and will use the Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights as a framework to understand how
American government is organized. The students will become
failure with political parties and the voting process, the histor-
ical foundation of American democracy, comparing political
systems, the systems of federalism, the rights of citizens, the
federal legislative, executive, and judicial branches, and state
and local governments. Also, through a variety of activities,
students will become knowledgeable about current national
and world events.

GEOGRAPHY (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: None

This course builds on our understanding of human geography
in the following areas: population and migration, cultural/
ethical geography, political geography, la nguage, food and
agriculture, urban patterns and resource issues, and physical
geography. Students will develop an understanding of how
each area studied has and could influence future physical,
political and cultural structures as well as human behavior.

UNITED STATES HISTORY A&~~~
Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Civics/US Gov't

In this course the turning points in 20th century American His-
tory and civic participation are taught. Students will study: the
United States’emergence as a world power, the Roaring 20’s and
the Great Depression of the 1930's, World War Il, the Cold War,

andthesocialandpoliticalchangesfromthe 1950'stothepresent.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY A,B,.C
(Offered in lieu of US History)

Note: Offered in 2024-2025, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 3 quarters

Prerequisites: Civics, Instructor approval & signed AP Contract

Advanced Placement U.S. History is the equivalent to an intro-
ductory college course in U.S. History. It will provide students
with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to
deal critically with materials and challenges in U.S. history.
Topics span colonization through society and culture at the
end of the 20th century. In addition to learning historical
content, students will be trained in analyzing and interpreting
primary and secondary sources and expressing their historical
understanding in writing. NOTE: Student is expected to take
the AP exam at the end of this course. Grades are weighted for
this course (see page 3).

WORLD STUDIES A&B (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: US Gov’t/Civics and US History

Worldstudiesstudentsinvestigateareasoftheworldbothpastand
presentusinginterdisciplinaryapproaches.Studentsuseconcepts
and methods from history, anthropology, sociology, political
science, geography and economicstolearnabout cultures other
thanourown.Studentswillalsobeencouragedtoanalyzecurrent
international issues from a variety of view points using skills they
learn and practice in the course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY ABC
(Offered in lieu of World Studies)

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 3 quarters

Prerequisites: US Gov’t/Civics, US History or AP United States
History. Instructor approval and signed AP Contract

The study of European history since 1450 introduces students
to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that
played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which we
live. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and
movements, the goals of the AP program in European History
are to develop a) an understanding of some of the principal
themes in modern European history, b) an ability to analyze his-
torical evidence and historical interpretations, and c) an ability
to express historical understanding in writing. NOTE: Student is
expected to take the AP exam at the end of this course. Grades



are weighted for this course (see page 3).

ECONOMICS (REQUIRED)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: US Gov’t/Civics, US History, recommended World
Studies

This course emphasizes the definition of economics as the
study of choices people make with their resources. In this class
students will be exposed to the issues caused by a world full
of unlimited wants and limited resources. Students will also
recognize economics as a diverse field seen differently from all
over the globe. In addition to core concepts of the discipline,
students will learn basic, but often overlooked components
such as: the importance of credit, personal finance, and the
significance of interest rates.

CURRENT EVENTS (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: Civics

This introductory elective course involves a historical and
contemporary look at issues in international politics, US for-
eign relations and the global economy. We will also examine
how to determine the validity of news reports and sources
and learn how to differentiate between real and “fake news”
stories.

SOCIOLOGY (ELECTIVE) =

Note: This course will be available in 2024-2025 continuing in
alternate years.

Length of course: 1 quarter

Prerequisites: US History or World Studies

Grade 11-12.Thisintroductoryelectivecourseexaminestheways
peopleinteractandrelatetooneanotherinsociety.Students will
developasociologicalperspectiveastheyanalyzesocietythrough
the three sociological paradigms. Specific topics covered will

include:culture,socialization,socialinteraction,groupsandorga-
nizations,deviance, race and ethnicity, relationshipsand gender.

PSYCHOLOGY (ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2023-2024, continuing in alternate years.
Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: US History or World Studies

Grade 11-12.This course is designed to introduce the student to

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES

a survey of current topics in psychology: historical background,
sensationandperception,emotions,learning,developmentalpsy-
chology, motivation, personality and abnormal behavior.

HISTORY OF MYTHOLOGY (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarter
Prerequisites: none

Mythology, the tales of gods and goddesses, of heroes and epic
deeds.Thereflection of the best, and sometimes the worst, parts
ofsociety. Thewarningsof parentstotheirchildren,themodelfor
artists and writers, the explanation for the unknown. This is the
study of mythology. In this course we will focus on Norse, Greek,
Roman, Egyptianand Native American mythology.We will exam-
ine how these tales link to the cultures they derive from and the
effect that they have on art, society and history.

ART HISTORY (ELECTIVE)

Note: Offered in 2023-2024)

Length of Course: 1 Quarter
Prerequisites: Must be a junior or senior.

Thiswillbeastudyofartandits placein the world from prehistoric
cultures to the end of the middle ages. This will cover awide array
ofartformsandstylesandstudiedinthe contextofthecultureand
timeframethatitcamefrom.Artwillalsobediscussedthroughthe
lens of it historical significance and importance in the world.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY (ELECTIVE)

Length: 1 Semester (quarters 2 and 3)
Prerequisites: Instructor approval and signed AP contract

Explore the history of art across the globe from prehistory to the
present. You will visit the MIA to view works in person. You'll
analyzeworksofartthroughobservation,discussion,reading,and
research. You'll learn to evaluate works of art from different eras
andcultures.Youwillunderstandconnectionstoartistictraditions,
styles, orpracticesinaworkofart.Youwilldevelopatheoryabout
the meaning of a work of art and be able to and support your
interpretation.Thiscourseisequivalenttoatwo semestercollege
introductory art history course.
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WORLD LANGUAGE

4+creditsarerecommendedforstudentsplanningcollege/univer-
sity application

A grade of C or higher indicates readiness for the next level of a
language.Studentswithlowergradesneedinstructorapprovalto
proceed.

SPANISH | A&B (ELECTIVE)
Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: None

IntroductiontothestudyoftheSpanishlanguageanditscultures.
Focus on oral and written communication of familiar topics, as
wellasonculturesoftheSpanish-speakingworldandelementary
grammar concepts. No prior Spanish experience is assumed.

SPANISH Il A&B (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Spanish I

Continuing study of the Spanish language and its cultures
building upon previous study of Spanish. Focus on oral
and written communication of familiar topics, as well as on
cultures of the Spanish-speaking world and intermediate
grammar concepts.

SPANISH Il A&B (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 2 quarters
Prerequisites: Spanish I, II

Continuing study of the Spanish language and its cultures build-
ing upon previous study of Spanish. Focus on oral and written

communication of both familiar and unfamiliar topics, as well as
onculturesoftheSpanish-speakingworldandadvancedgrammar
concepts.

SPANISH IV A&B (ELECTIVE)

NOTE: This course may be offered at the same time and in the
same classroom as Spanish V depending on demand.

Length of course: 2 quarters

Prerequisites: Spanish I, II, III

Continuing study of the Spanish language and its cultures
through intense focus on the literature, culture, history, and
lived reality of a specific region which will change each time
this course is offered. At this level, focus shifts away from
the building blocks of Spanish to exploring its use in various

authentic contexts.

SPANISH V A&B (ELECTIVE)

NOTE: This course may be offered at the same time and in the
same classroom as Spanish IV depending on demand and/or as
a self-directed study with teacher agreement. Please speak to the

Spanish teacher for details.
Prerequisites: Spanish [, IL, III, IV

ContinuingstudyoftheSpanishlanguagethroughthereadingof
different genres of literature and studying the history of various
Spanish-speakingcountries.Focusonoralcommunication(speak-
ingand listening), written communication (readingand writing),
and the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.

*Qption to take as an AP class

SPECIALTOPICS IN SPANISH (ELECTIVE)

Length of course: 1 quarters
Prerequisites: Spanish I and II

ContinuingstudyoftheSpanishlanguageanditsculturesthrough
intensefocusontheliterature, culture, history,andlived reality of
aspecificregionwhichwillchangeeachtimethiscourseisoffered.
Atthislevel,focus shiftsawayfromthe building blocks of Spanish
toexploringitsuseinvariousauthenticcontexts.Topicswillbethe
sameasthosebeingstudied by SpanishVatthesametimebutat
a higher level.



OTHER

Physical Education Credit Requirement

Necessary for graduation, students meet this requirement in
any movement prevalent dance or musical Theatre offering.
See specific Descriptions. Options for theatre and music ma-
jors include, but are not limited to Dance Technique, American
Dance Studies, or Movement Studies.

HEALTH
Prerequisites: none

An embedded grade-level curriculum seminar that explores the
impact of stress, drugs and alcohol, nutrition, diet, sexual activi-
ty, disease, safety, violence,and community healthfactorsonthe
health and well-being of teenagers. A major teaching tool will be
discussionsbetweenstudents,healthinstructor,Advisor,andvar-
iousguestexperts.Studentswillearnaquartercrediteachschool
year in health education.

ADVANCED PLACEMENTCOURSES

In college-level AP courses, you gain skills and knowledge that
might otherwise remain unexplored in high school. Through AP
Exams,youhavetheopportunitytoearncreditoradvancedstand-
ing atmost colleges and universities. At PiM Arts High School we
offeranumber of AP courses. Some are offered every year, others
areofferedinalternateyears, seeindividual coursesfor schedule.
Offeringsinclude English Composition, English Literature, Music
Theory, European History, US History, Biology, Chemistry, Sta-
tistics,and Calculus. Contractisrequired,and courseis weighted.
(See Appendix B for contract)

ACADEMIC LETTERING

Studentsareencouragedtostriveinacademically-orientedclass-
work, extra-curricular,and service. Students document points to
earnanAcademicletter.Theguidelinesanddocumentationform
are available in the office or with Ms. Schauwitzer. Students are
invited to submit documentation at conference dates.

ARTS LETTERING

Students are encouraged to strive in arts performances, Juries,

and service. Students document points to earn an Arts letter. The
guidelinesanddocumentationformareavailablefromartsadvisors.
Studentsareinvitedtosubmitdocumentationatconferencedates.

The following opportunities have limitations, require admin-
istrative approval, and may require application and teacher
collaboration.

SELF-DIRECTED STUDIES ===
Length of Course: 1 quarter, credit

Consideration is given to 11th and 12th graders, on track for
graduation.

This option gives motivated and independent studentsaunique
opportunity to pursue a course of study of special interest not
readily available through conventional course offerings at PiM
Arts High School. A student is limited to two SDSs. Application
forstudy must be submitted no later than five school days before
thestartoftheintended term.The processis detailed so students
should see the Director of Teaching & Learning or the office for
application materials well before the deadline.

TEACHER ASSISTANT
Length of Course: 1 quarter, no credit
For Seniors and Juniors (seniors have priority)

Motivatedandindependentstudentsmayapplytoassistteachers
or the office during one block in tasks that support educational
goals,andprovideanexploratoryopportunitytostudentsconsid-
ering a career in education. Work may include tutoring students,
designing activities, and other basic support tasks. Applications
availableinofficeand mustbe submitted nolaterthanfive school
days before the start of the intended term, for approval by the
DirectorofTeaching&Learning.Applicationsubmissiondoesnot
guarantee approval.

PSEO

Post Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program that
allows 10th, 11th and 12th grade students to earn college credit
while still in high school, through enrollment in, and successful
completionofcollege-levelcourses.Theparticipatingcollegesand
universities set their own requirements for enroliment. Students
may take courses on a full- or part-time basis. With traditional
PSEQ, these courses are generally offered on the campus of the
postsecondary institution; some courses are offered online. In
compliance withthe MN Departmentof Education, familiesmust
submit a letter of student intent to enroll in PSEO no later than
May 30th of the preceding school year. Direct letter of intent to
the School Counselor and the Director of Teaching & Learning.
Contact the School Counselor for more information.
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PLATO

The primary purpose is credit recovery. PiM Arts High School
partners with Edmentum Online education services to pro-
vide courses within our school day to meet unique needs of our
students. There are a very limited number of seats available, and
placementisatthediscretion of the School Counselorand Direc-
tor of Teaching & Learning.

CREDIT BY ASSESSMENT (CBA)

PiM Arts High School provides students the opportunity to
receive creditforpreviouslearninginrequiredacademiccourses.
Todownload the CbA policy documentand the CbA application,
please discuss with Cassy Schauwitzer, Director of Teaching and
Learning.

APPENDIX A

Admission Requirements for Minnesota Colleges and Universities

The courses listed below are the MINIMUM entrance require-
ments for collegesand universities. Completion of these require-
ments does not guarantee entrance into any post-secondary
institution.Otherpost-secondaryapplicantsoftenexceedthesere-
quirementsandarecompetingforentranceintothesamecolleges
and universities. In order to remain competitive, PiM Arts High
School’s students are strongly encouraged to surpass the mini-
mumrequirements.Theserequirementsareasummaryofcollege
entrancerequirements.Contacttheindividual collegeforspecific
requirements.

Minnesota State Universities

«  Four years of English (8 credits)

«  Three years of Mathematics (6 credits, through Advanced
Algebra or Pre-Calculus)

«  ThreeyearsofScience (6 credits, 2 credits of Physical Science,
2 credits of Biological Science, and 2 credits of another Lab
Science such as Chemistry or Physics)

«  Three years of Social Studies (6 credits, 2 credits of US
History, 2 credits of Geography or a combination of courses
incorporating Geographic studies)

«  Two years of a single World Language (4 credits)
«  One year of either World Cultures or Fine Arts (2 credits)
«  ACT or SAT Required

Minnesota Community and
Technical Colleges
High school diplomaisrequired with course workin English,
Math, Science, and Social Studies
Placementtestswillbeadministeredtoallincomingstudents
No ACT or SAT required

Students planning to transfer to four year institutions need
to meet the high school preparation requirements of these
institutions before transferring

University of Minnesota
(Twin Cities, Duluth, Morris)

«  Four years of English (8 credits)

«  Fouryears of Mathematics (8 credits, including two years of
Algebra and one year of Geometry)

«  ThreeyearsofScience (6 credits, 2 credits of Physical Science,
2 credits of Biological Science, and 2 credits of another Lab
Science such as Chemistry or Physics)

«  Three years of Social Studies (6 credits)

«  Two years of a single World Language (4 credits, 6 credits
recommended for CLA)

«  One year of Visual or Performing Arts (2 credits)
ACT with Writing or SAT Required

Minnesota Private Colleges

«  Four years of English (8 credits)

«  Three years of Mathematics (6 credits, through Advanced
Algebra or Pre-Calculus)

«  ThreeyearsofScience (6 credits, 2 credits of Physical Science,
2 credits of Biological Science, and 2 credits of another Lab
Science such as Chemistry or Physics)

«  Three years of Social Studies (6 credits, check individual
college requirements)

«  Two years of a single World Language are strongly recom-
mended (4 credits, check individual college requirements)

- Several courses in the arts
«  ACT or SAT Required



Studentswhoareinterestedingoingtoafour-yearschoolshould
consider taking:

«  The PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) in their
junior year; and

«  The ACT or SAT in spring of their junior year, on national
test administration days

«  Students are able to take the ACT+writing junior year at the
school, but are encouraged to take ACT or SAT outside of
school too.

Note that a student’s grade point average, regiment of rigorous
courses taken, and ACT or SAT scores are considered in the final
admission decision. If a student is missing an admission require-
ment,contacttheadmissionsdepartmentofthespecificcollegeor
university.

APPENDIX B

PiM Arts high school Advanced Placement Course Contract
- FilloutseparatecontactforeachAdvancedPlacementCourse

. If a completed contract is not turned in, you will not be
accepted into the course

. Each contract requires a student and parent signature

« Allstudentsareexpectedtotakethe APexamforeachcourse
in which they are enrolled.

NAME:

AP COURSE:

The Advanced Placement (AP) program is a cooperative edu-
cational endeavor between secondary schools and collegesand
universities.ltgiveshighschoolstudentsexposuretocollege-level
material through involvement in an AP course, and then gives
themanopportunitytoshowwhattheyhavelearnedbytakingan
AP Exam.Collegesand universities often grantcredit, placement,
or both, to these students.

Participation in AP courses is the best possible preparation for
successincollege.Arecord of AP coursesonastudent’stranscript
isanindicationofthestudent’scommitmenttorigorousacadem-
ics. Therigorous curriculum requires more effort and homework
onthe part of the student.The pace of the classis faster, covering
more content and in greater depth. Typically, successful AP stu-
dentsaretask-oriented, proficientreaders, able to prioritize their
time,andhaveparentalsupport.AdvancedPlacement(AP)courses
areweighted, regularpointvaluesforlettergradesare multiplied
by 1.20

General Course Expectations

« AP courses typically require approximately six hours of indi-
vidual study time per week.

- Duetostaffingconcerns,studentsmayexitan AP courseonly
at the end of the quarter.

A student desiring to exit an AP course must also meet each the
following requirements:

- Attended tutorial sessions with the teacher
«  Attended a student/parent/teacher conference

«  Received a grade of D or F in the course

Student Agreement

I have read the requirements, am familiar with the course expec-
tationsandacceptitsacademicchallenges.lunderstand that my
success in this AP course is primarily my responsibility.

STUDENT SIGNATURE

DATE

Parent Agreement

I haveread therequirements for this courseand agree to support
andencouragemyson/daughterinhis/herendeavorsinthecourse.
I will notify the teacherimmediately of any concerns | have relat-
ing to the AP class or my child’s progress.

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

DATE
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